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as slavery we might have agreed with you."  Drunken-
ness was a special object of attack, because it degraded
character.    Another was bad conduct towards girls,
which he defined more closely as " casual connections."
I was already aware of this aspect of their work.  Another
was hooliganism; I already knew of the recent vigorous
legislation against it, and Bolshevo had long been a
striking illustration of this side of the work.  I asked him
how they did all this.   " We warn a member," he said,
" and warn him again, and if he goes on we expel him."
The young Communists, he explained, had accumu-
lated a very great experience from the leading part which
they had to take in administration :   especially, for
instance, in the work of native republics.   The Uzbeks,
for example, had at first no party workers of their own,
but now possessed quite a nucleus.  Young Communists
find themselves in highly responsible positions at very
early ages;  he gave instances of such at various ages
between thirty-one and thirty-five, also of the compara-
tive youthfulness of some of the leaders of the Com-
munist Party.   He especially emphasized the principle
which I had so often heard expressed elsewhere, that
initiative should start from the bottom, and that only
kter should direction and co-ordination come down from
above.  The task, as he summed it up, was to educate the
whole population " from our point of view."   I asked
him how many he regarded as still outside the pale, and
he gave the figure of two per cent., which, of course, in
a population of 170,000,000 means more than 3,000,000,
something like the figure which has been given for the
inmates of the concentration camps.   He believed that
in some two years all would have been brought in.   He